April 2011 - Passover gathering in Holland!
Holland!
1Cor5:7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us
John6:48 I am that bread of life.

Foto 1: Some apostolic ministers visiting Den Haag in April. (left to right: Br Paul Thomas, Br Lars Oberink, Br
Fitsum Kebede, Br Ayele Lakew, Br Anteneh Moges and Br Williams son Jeremiah)
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ave you felt deep desire to overcome a particular obstacle in your spiritual life? The feeling
that a nagging problem that has been hindering you, discouraging you, giving you much grief,
was long overdue to be expelled? The Lords supper then is the time to renew our connection
with the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ. The power of the devil can be broken through the body and the
blood of the Lord. The Lord can remove any bondage during Passover time, when He will let you break
free of satan’s devices.
The Israelites needed to escape imminent death by taking the blood of a spotless lamb and applying it to
their doorposts. They ate the lamb with unleavened bread, and left in a hasty manner from Egypt, the
country of sin, and into the unknown desert. In the desert they had the Spirit of God as their sole guide
and source of comfort. The good food and wine of Egypt was just a faint memory. In the Christian life,
we have voluntarily stepped out of the sinful worldly life into the unknown desert. There we have to rely
on Jesus to guide us through to the promised land. He is our light in the hour of darkness and despair.

The OT shadow of the Passover lamb of the Israelites points to the NT salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ. He is our only exodus from sin and death. He is the Passover.
Exod12:27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover, who passed over the houses of the
children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people
bowed the head and worshipped.
Heb10:19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
Heb10:20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his
flesh
Jesus said that unless you partake of His flesh and blood, you have no life in you. Jesus proclaimed in
John 6 that He Himself is the bread of life. Unless we eat of His flesh and drink of His blood we have no
life in us. But many Christians are puzzled by these verses. They do not have a genuine understanding of
the body of Christ and play down the importance of these important words. Let us further investigate in
order to gain a proper understanding of the Lords supper, the Passover meal.
John6:54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the
last day.
During the so called easter weekend (22-24 of April), the Apostolic church of Den Haag took the Passover
meal in remembrance of the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ. His flesh is the bread from heaven (John
6:51), and His blood is the blood of God (Acts 20:38). His body is a covering for our sins. By taking it we
renew our spiritual union with Christ’s flesh. The bread and the wine is not literally Christ’s body. But
through faith in Him we can take it to connect to His real and heavenly body. The body of Jesus is not of
human descend, but it is a flesh of heavenly origin. The flesh of Christ constitutes an exalted body as the
apostle Paul explains in 1 Cor 15:47 and Phil 3:20-21. That is why the body of Christ resurrected from the
grave without corruption. His flesh is derived from the Word and not from the dust like our flesh. (Gen
2:7, John 1:14). This is an essential difference for us to appreciate!
During the Passover, we turn inward and take a look at our walk with the Lord. It is a holy and solemn
moment during which we take stock of our spiritual life. Are we walking in Him? Can we really say that
we are in the faith? Or are we sometimes as the person who beholds himself in a mirror, but then
forgets and becomes more and more conformed to the ways of the world? It’s good to cast out that
leaven every year.
The Passover meal is not an event. It’s not just a Christian holiday. The Passover is Jesus Christ Himself
as 1 Cor 5:7 affirms. He is the Lamb of God who can cleanses us from our sins. Jesus can completely
renew our Christian life through His Spirit of peace and by His blood of forgiveness. By His death and
shedding of blood He became the Passover for us. He expelled the angel of death from our life by His
resurrection. He gave us a hasty exit from our sins.

Exod12:21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a
lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.
During the Passover weekend pastor and evangelist Brother Fitsum and his wife Sister Samrawit were
our guests. Br. Fitsum made it clear in his Passover sermon on Saturday that the Passover meal is not a
Christian ritual. Taking the bread and the wine is all about spending an intense moment of time with the
Lord Jesus. He is the Passover Himself. The Passover is a person, the Person of God. To take the Passover
is to partake of the Lord’s body. This sharing enables us to be released from the power of darkness, and
to break bondages, to overcome obstacles and to acquire breakthroughs!

Foto 2: Br Fitsum preaching powerfully on the resurrection of Jesus: “…We can experience the resurrected Lord
evey day… !”

Sin is bondage, and sin hinders us to come near to God. But Jesus can clean our life from sin, which is
compared to a leaven in the Bible. The body of Christ is an unleavened bread. In Him was no sin. That is
why Jesus can take any leaven out of your life. Through repentance, baptism in Jesus Name and the
renewal of the Spirit we can apply the blood of the spotless Lamb in our life.
Hallelujah!

Foto 3: The washing of the feet is a time of repentance, humility and brotherly love

After partaking of the bread and the wine, the church engaged in the washing of the feet. By following
the example of Jesus who washed the apostles’ feet, we can open our heart again for our brother and
sister through the love of Christ. This wonderful time of friendship and humility was followed by a trip to
the seaside town of Scheveningen. Here many people were enjoying a day out at the beach. It is a center
for worldly entertainment and a feast for the flesh. So what were we doing there? Good Christians
should not involve themselves with the world should they? It’s all about the commandment of Jesus to
“go into the world and preach the gospel”. If we stay only in our comfort zone, sinners will have no
chance to hear the saving Name of Jesus. We have to overcome any remaining “holier than thou”
attitude and become effective soul-winners. That is what Jesus Christ demands from us.

Foto 4: The sisters in the other corner of the room washing the feet.

After handing out tracts and witnessing the One God apostolic faith for some hours, we left to have a
hearty dinner at home. The next day during our Sunday service, Br Fitsum preached powerfully about
the resurrection of Jesus. The red thread in his sermon was that the Spirit of God in us is essential
evidence for the resurrection of Jesus. The promise of God’s Spirit is undeniably tied to the truth of the
gospel.
Rom8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
Thank you dear Brother for that wonderful sermon. We all felt a little closer to the Lord that Sunday.
May God put that truth deeper in our hearts and minds!

Foto 5: The final goodbye after a visit to Madurodam on Monday!

Coming Monday, it was time to say goodbye. But not after we took a trip to the famous Madurodam
venue, a classic must-see “tourist-trap” where foreigners can experience a birds-eye view of the country
of the Netherlands. All the important architectural, economical and cultural landmarks of Holland are
brought together on a miniature scale for everyone to enjoy. After a quick meal we said goodbye to our
beloved Brother Fitsum and Sister Samrawit, who then took the train back to Frankfurt. May the Lord
bless them and keep them. Until we meet again! Auf Wiedersehen!
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